Georgia Institute of Technology

Beginning College Survey of Student Engagement 

Investigators: Joseph Ludlum, Ph.D., Jon Gordon, Ph.D. 
Protocol and Consent Title: 2012 Beginning College Survey of Student Engagement  (Protocol H12155)
You are being asked to be a volunteer in a research study. 
Purpose:   
The purpose of this study is to learn more about your high school and expected college experiences. Information from the Beginning College Survey of Student Engagement is used by Georgia Tech faculty and administrators and by other higher education leaders to improve the collegiate experiences of undergraduates. Your participation is completely voluntary, and will not affect your relationship with Georgia Tech. 
Exclusion/Inclusion Criteria: 

All incoming First-time college students are being asked to participate. 

Procedures: 
You are being asked to participate in the Beginning College Survey of Student Engagement (BCSSE), a research study about your activities and what you expect from your college experiences. The survey takes about 20 minutes to complete, and is given to thousands of new students each year. Your input will help us provide a better educational experience for new students, will allow us to compare your institution responses with those of students at other schools, and will be used in national studies of the undergraduate experience. You may choose to skip any items on this survey that you are uncomfortable with or do not wish to answer.
Risks or Discomforts: 
The risks involved are no greater than those involved in writing or filling out a form. 
Benefits: 
You may have the opportunity to reflect on your prior academic experiences and your expectations for college as you complete the survey, which may enhance self-understanding. The BCSSE results will be used to compare institutional progress on those factors important to student success, as compared to previous years. These results may shape future policies and programs related to undergraduate education and experience.
Compensation to You:  

While we appreciate your involvement very much you will not be paid for your participation, nor are there any costs to you to participate except for your time. 

Confidentiality:
Please be assured that your answers are confidential. To protect your privacy, your records will be kept under survey form number rather than by name. A key file, kept separately, is the only link between your responses and other data. The data collected about you will be kept private to the extent allowed by law. Any and all data provided will be maintained under strict security by the Indiana University Bloomington Center for Postsecondary Research and by the Georgia Tech Office of Assessment. Only the study staff will be allowed to look at these files. Your name and any other fact that might point to you will not appear when results of this study are presented or published. No report will contain any analyses or tables that would allow identification of an individual student response. National reports prepared by BCSSE present only highly-aggregated results from all the participating institutions. Individual student responses are not identifiable when study results are presented. While participation is voluntary, your response would be greatly appreciated. Please be assured that your participation or non-participation will not affect your status at Georgia Tech. 
To make sure that this research is being carried out in the proper way, the Georgia Institute of Technology IRB may review study records.  The Office of Human Research Protections may also look over study records during required reviews.

Costs to You: 
There are no costs to you, other than your time, for being in this study.  

In Case of Injury/Harm:
If you are injured as a result of being in this study, please contact Joseph Ludlum, Ph.D., at telephone (404) 385-1292, or joe.ludlum@oars.gatech.edu. Neither the Principal Investigator nor Georgia Institute of Technology has made provision for payment of costs associated with any injury resulting from participation in this study.

Participant Rights:

· Your participation in this study is voluntary. You do not have to be in this study if you don't want to be.

· You have the right to change your mind and leave the study at any time without giving any reason and without penalty.

· Any new information that may make you change your mind about being in this study will be given to you.

· You may print out a copy of this consent form to keep. You do not waive any of your legal rights by participating in this research survey.

Questions about the Study:

More information about the National Survey of Student Engagement is at nsse.iub.edu. You can contact them at nsse@indiana.edu or 812-856-5824. Should you have any questions about the project on this campus or our interest in using the results, please contact Dr. Jonathan Gordon at 404-385-1419 or jon.gordon@oars.gatech.edu for answers. 

Questions about Your Rights as a Research Participant:

If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant, you may contact 

Ms. Kelly Winn, Georgia Institute of Technology 
Office of Research Compliance, at (404) 385-2175.

[image: image1.emf]

[image: image1.emf]