Consent Forms – example for online survey of students in a course taught by the researcher

Georgia Institute of Technology

Project Title:  The Impact of Assessment in a Freshman Course on Growing the Characteristics of Quality Engineers and Quality Learners
Investigators: Dr. Tris Utschig
Research Consent Form
You are being asked to be a volunteer in a research study.

Purpose:

The purpose of this study is to explore the  relationship between (1) the use of self, peer, and instructor assessments of student work  in an introductory engineering course and (2) movement across the criteria in the profile of a quality engineer developed through the TIDEE program at Washington State and the criteria for a the profile of a quality learner developed by Pacific Crest.
Procedures:
If you decide to be in this study, your part will involve: 

· Completion of a survey
· Time to complete the survey will be approximately 10 - 15 minutes
Risks/Discomforts
The risks involved with participation in this study are no greater than those involved in daily activities such as attending class or using the internet.  
Benefits
You may benefit from being in this study due to increased self-awareness about the behaviors and skills of a professional engineer and about yourself as a learner.
Compensation to You 

You will not be paid to participate in this study.
Confidentiality XE "confidentiality" 
The following procedures will be followed to keep your personal information confidential in this study:  The data that is collected about you will be kept private to the extent allowed by law.  Your records will be kept in locked files and only study staff will be allowed to look at them.  Your name and any other fact that might point to you will not appear when results of this study are presented or published.  In addition, individual responses will not be accessed until after grades have been submitted for the course.  
“You should be aware, however, that the experiment is not being run from a "secure" https server of the kind typically used to handle credit card transactions, so there is a small possibility that responses could be viewed by unauthorized third parties (e.g., computer hackers).

Also, in general the web page software will log as header lines the IP address of the machine you use to access this page, e.g.,102.403.506.807, but otherwise no other information will be stored unless you explicitly enter it.”
“To make sure that this research is being carried out in the proper way, the Georgia Institute of Technology IRB will review study records.  The Office of Human Research Protections may also look at study records.”  

Costs to You: None
Subject Rights
· Your participation in this study is voluntary. You do not have to be in this study if you don't want to be.

· You have the right to change your mind and leave the study at any time without giving any reason, and without penalty.

· Any new information that may make you change your mind about being in this study will be given to you.

· You may print out a copy of this consent XE "consent"  form to keep.

· You do not waive any of your legal rights by signing this consent XE "consent"  form.

Questions about the Study or Your Rights as a Research Subject
· If you have any questions about the study, you may contact Dr. Tris Utschig, at telephone (404) 385-2949.

· If you have any questions about your rights as a research subject, you may contact Ms. Anna Marie Lee, Georgia Institute of Technology at (404) 894-6942.

If you click the “accept” button below, it means that you have read (or have had read to you) the information given in this consent XE "consent"  form, and you would like to be a volunteer in this study.
Thank You,

Tristan T. Utschig, PhD
Accept

Decline

