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January 20, 2017
Center for Teaching and Learning
Georgia Institute of Technology
Suite 457, Clough Commons
266 Fourth Street, NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30332–0383
Dear Review Committee Members,
It is with great pleasure that I nominate my colleagues, Robert (Bob) Nerem and Manu
Platt, for the Center for Teaching and Learning (CETL) Faculty Award for Academic
Outreach. In 2012, these professors identified the critical need for underrepresented
minority high school students to be exposed to higher-level, hands-on, academic research
in the fields of biotechnology and engineering and sought purposefully to meet this need.
As a result, in 2013, Project ENGAGES (Engaging New Generations at Georgia Tech
through Engineering and Science) was created, and Bob and Manu have served diligently
as co-directors since its inception.
Project ENGAGES is a high school science education program developed at Georgia
Tech in partnership with Coretta Scott King Young Women's Leadership Academy,
B.E.S.T Academy, KIPP Atlanta Collegiate, Benjamin E. Mays High School and Charles
Drew Charter School – five minority-serving public high schools in the City of Atlanta. As
part of this program there are two tracks: the Biotechnology Track and the Engineering
Track. The first of these was established by the National Science Foundation (NSF)
Science and Technology Center on the Emergent Behaviors of Integrated Cellular
Systems, a center that is part of the Petit Institute for Bioengineering and Bioscience. The
Engineering Track was established by several Georgia Tech entities, namely the Georgia
Tech Research Institute, the School of Electrical and Computer Engineering, the George
W. Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering, and the NSF-funded Materials Research
Science and Engineering Center.
The goals and milestones of this inspirational program are outlined in Bob and Manu’s
description so there is no need to also detail them here – though I must note they are
impressive.
In addition to Bob and Manu envisioning these young scholars having the opportunity to
do top-level research at Georgia Tech, they equally understood the importance of creating
an atmosphere for the development of life skills. The scholars of Project ENGAGES
participated in SAT/ACT prep courses, as well as professional development classes.
Scholars toured various industry organizations and were hosted by a diverse group of

companies such as Kimberly-Clark, Axion BioSystems, and C.R. Bard. These
experiences have helped to unveil the vast opportunities that await them during their
college years and beyond.
To have Bob and Manu commit so much time and energy, in light of their research and
administrative obligations, speaks not only to their high standards as it pertains to
education, but also to their character as concerned citizens for the betterment and wellbeing of today’s youth. Their belief in these scholars will continue and will have a positive
impact in our world and society.
Because of this dedication, I, along with others here at the Petit Institute and across the
city of Atlanta, am certain that Bob and Manu are deserving of this award as their
sustained outreach contributions are representative of the vision and goals set forth by
Georgia Tech. It is my pleasure to nominate Bob and Manu!
Sincerely,

Robert E. Guldberg, Ph.D.
The Petit Director's Chair in Bioengineering and Bioscience
Executive Director, Parker H. Petit Institute for Bioengineering and Bioscience
Professor, George W. Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering

