Consent Forms – example for focus group of instructors in a TA training study

Georgia Institute of Technology

Project Title:  Building Effective TA Training Programs
Investigators: Dr. Steven Girardot, Dr. Tris Utschig
Research Consent Form
You are being asked to be a volunteer in a research study.

Purpose:

The purpose of this study is to explore the effectiveness of various aspects of the TA training programs run by the Center for the Enhancement of Teaching and Learning (CETL) in conjunction with individual schools at Georgia Tech.
Procedures:
If you decide to be in this study, your part will involve: 

· an audio-taped focus group interview

· The focus group discussion will last approximately 1 hour with additional time for a provided meal

· The focus group location is Tech Tower, room 17

· TA focus group:  Dec 5, 5-7pm

· Instructor focus group:  Dec 7, 11am-12:30pm
Risks/Discomforts
The risks involved with participation in this study are no greater than those involved in daily activities such as attending class.

Benefits
You may benefit from being in this study due to increased quality of TA instruction for future courses as result of this research.

Compensation to You 

You will not be paid to participate in this study.  However, a meal will be provided for the focus group discussion.
Confidentiality XE "confidentiality" 
Although no confidentiality can be assumed in a group setting, the following procedures will be followed to keep your personal information confidential in this study:  Participants will be asked to respect the rights of others and asked not to divulge anything said during the discussion.  The data that is collected about you will be kept private to the extent allowed by law.  To protect your privacy, your records will be kept under a code number rather than by name.  Your records will be kept in locked files and only study staff will be allowed to look at them.  Your name and any other fact that might point to you will not appear when results of this study are presented or published.
If you agree to participate in the focus group portion of this study, audiotapes of your participation will be transcribed and the tapes erased at the end of the study.  

“To make sure that this research is being carried out in the proper way, the Georgia Institute of Technology IRB will review study records.  The Office of Human Research Protections may also look at study records.”  

Costs to You: None
Subject Rights
· Your participation in this study is voluntary. You do not have to be in this study if you don't want to be.

· You have the right to change your mind and leave the study at any time without giving any reason, and without penalty.

· Any new information that may make you change your mind about being in this study will be given to you.

· You retain a copy this consent XE "consent"  form to keep.

· You do not waive any of your legal rights by signing this consent XE "consent"  form.

Questions about the Study or Your Rights as a Research Subject
· If you have any questions about the study, you may contact Dr. Steven Girardot or Dr. Tris Utschig, at telephone (404) 894-4474.

· If you have any questions about your rights as a research subject, you may contact Ms. Anna Marie Lee, Georgia Institute of Technology at (404) 894-6942.

If you sign below, it means that you have read (or have had read to you) the information given in this consent XE "consent"  form, and you would like to be a volunteer in this study.

________________________________

Subject Name

Subject Signature






Date

Signature of Person Obtaining Consent


Date

1

